Choir Handbook
In order to keep confusion to a minimum, this handbook has been put together to help answer questions about policy for the Children's Choir of Northwest Ohio. Much of the "important stuff" is written in the code of conduct which you and your child signed. A copy of that is in your child's folder. This document will further answer your questions about the children's choir.
Contact Information
The Children's Choir of Northwest Ohio's website is ccofnwo.org
The Children's Choir of Northwest Ohio phone number is 419-377-7710
The Children's Choir of Northwest Ohio e-mail address  is ccofnwo@yahoo.com

Please note that when emailing the choir you cannot do it by replying to the weekly announcement page!

Monday Rehearsal Schedule
The Jubilate Choir will rehearse from 5:30-6:30 under the direction of Hilary Heisman
The Bel Canto Choir will rehearse from 6:10-7:45 under the direction of Lisa Alleman
The choirs will combine each evening from 6:10-6:30 under the direction of Lisa Alleman

What to expect from the choir directors
As music educators and teachers, our goal in creating this choir is to enhance your child's music education by teaching him how to develop his voice for optimum singing. He will learn how to sightread music, develop a pure singing voice and learn how to work in a group to blend his voice with others to produce a beautiful choral sound. All of this will be accomplished in an organized, kind and respectful environment. 
Repetoire
We will be singing a wide variety of songs. Examples are folk songs, spirituals, holiday songs, American classics, and songs representing other cultures and time periods. There will be a mix of both secular and sacred music. Music representing holidays, (Christmas and Halloween for example), will be included in our repertoire. There are many songs and arrangements of songs written specifically for children's choirs, and these will be the bulk of what we sing.
Outfits
New concert outfits will be ordered for the choirs for the 2011-12 season. Details will be coming soon about the cost and sizing information. 
Tuition
2011-12 tuition is set for $350.00 for the Jubilate Choir and $390.00 for the Bel Canto Choir. This averages out to less than $12.00/week. The first half is due on Sept. 26 and the remaining balance is due on Nov 7. Checks should be made payable to Children's Choir of Northwest Ohio, (ccofnwo). Returning members who put a down payment of $50.00 down last Spring may subtract that from their first payment. Tuition is used to cover the cost of music, folders, equipment, marketing, publicity, insurance, choir phone, classroom supplies, piano tunings, accompanist and musician fees, and compensation for the Choir Directors and Choir Manager.  Tuition is non-refundable. 
Tuition Assistance
Tuition assistance and payment plans are offered to those who wish for their child to participate but cannot afford full tuition. A financial aid application is available and all requests will be reviewed on a case by case basis. 
Donations
The Children's Choir of Northwest Ohio is a 501c-3 non-profit organization. This designation means that we are able to accept tax-deductible contributions and fundraise. Any money raised will be used to offset the cost of running the choir and will also give us the opportunity for growth and expansion of the experience we can offer our members.  
Communication
Communication between parents and the director will be by email. The announcement page of our website will be emailed to parents and students weekly and will be your wealth of up-to-date information about the choir.   If you do not have access to email, communication arrangements must be made through our Choir Manager, Lisa Morrison.  If you have questions or concerns for the directors, please feel free to contact them via e-mail or the choir phone as we are unavailable for any real conversation during rehearsal time.
Cancellations
On occasion, inclement weather may affect our rehearsals.  If rehearsal is cancelled, you will be informed by e-mail no later than 3:00pm of the rehearsal day. There will also be an outgoing message on the choir cell phone and website stating that rehearsal is cancelled. It is your responsibility as a choir parent to check your e-mail or the website or call the choir phone line after 3:00pm to see if choir is cancelled. In the event of cancellation due to weather, tuition will not be refunded. The expenses of the choir would be changed minimally due to a cancelled rehearsal. 
Excused absence from rehearsal
If your child is absent from school on a rehearsal day due to illness, she will be excused from attending rehearsal. If she gets sick in the latter part of the day than you should keep her home. Please though, do not keep your child home for every little sniffle. Your child will get much more out of this choir if she is in attendance weekly, and we will miss her when she is not with us! If your child is ill, you have a family emergency or your child must attend a required school program, please contact the director by email or phone to report the absence and reason for the absence. Tuition will not be reimbursed for excused absences.
Unexcused Absences
Conflicts with other extra-curricular activities are bound to happen and we are willing to give you up to two unexcused absences/session to deal with those conflicts. Beyond that, we will probably start wondering if your commitment to the choir is being tested by the outside influences of other commitments. At that time, you and your child may need to decide if he wants to continue participation in the choir. Tuition will not be reimbursed for unexcused absences.
Withdrawal from the Choir
If you must withdraw your child, kindly let the director know of your intentions. Music may be ordered and selected with your child's participation in mind, so any fair warning would be appreciated. 
Rehearsal Observation
Parents are welcome at any time to observe rehearsal. If you wish to do so, please take a seat in the back of the room. If you want to observe, we must kindly ask you to leave younger siblings at home. 
A Well-Fed Child
Please make sure your child is sufficiently fed before rehearsal. Sixty or ninety minutes is a very long time for a hungry child. Occasionally we will have a treat during rehearsal, but this is not the norm. We encourage you to make sure your child brings a water bottle and a full stomach to every rehearsal! 
Discipline Matters
We expect all children to behave in a courteous and appropriate manner. Good behavior will be positively reinforced in the form of verbal praise, rewards and public recognition. In the unlikely event that your child is being disruptive during rehearsal, she will be redirected. If disruption continues, she will be pulled aside and talked to privately about the problem. If further disruption continues, a parent will be contacted after rehearsal and together the parent and director will come up with the best course of action. 
Please feel free at any time to contact us with any questions or concerns. Our hope is that participation in this choir will be a highlight of your child's week and a sound investment for you.
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